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Situation in Azerbaijan beforethe elections

European Parliament resolution on Azerbaijan

The European Parliament,

having regard to its previous resolutions on Azgahaand the South Caucasus and, in
particular, its resolution of 9 June 2605

having regard to its resolution of 20 November Z0f)8'Wider Europe - Neighbourhood:
A New Framework for Relations with our Eastern &wmdithern Neighbours',

having regard to the Partnership and Cooperatiaedgent with Azerbaijan, which
entered into force on 1 July 1999,

having regard to the Council's decision on 14 0@ to include Azerbaijan together
with Armenia and Georgia in the European NeighboadhPolicy (ENP),

having regard to the final statement and recommendaof the sixth meeting of the EU-
Azerbaijan Parliamentary Cooperation Committee&12 April 2005,

having regard to the Country Report on Azerbaijgd March 2005,
having regard to the EU Statement on Azerbaija ©Ottober 2005,

having regard to Azerbaijan's membership of ther€Cdwf Europe, to the European
Convention on Human Rights and to the numeroudutsons adopted by the
Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europefaerbaijan, in particular its
resolution of 22 June 2005,

having regard to the interim reports by the OSCé&ctihn Observation Missions of
September and October 2005,

having regard to Rule 103(4) of its Rules of lrhae,

whereas the forthcoming parliamentary election§ diovember 2005 will put to the test
the commitments made by the Government of Azenbaggursue the democratic
process,

whereas the Council's decision on Parliament'se®do extend the ENP to the three
countries of the South Caucasus provides Azerbaijgnnew instruments for relations
with the EU and the framework in which to integrat® EU policies beyond the present
Partnership and Cooperation Agreement,
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whereas the ENP recognises Azerbaijan's Europgaratisns and the importance of
Azerbaijan as a country with strong historical tetdl and economic links to the EU, and
whereas a genuine and balanced partnership carberdgveloped on the basis of the
shared values of democracy, the rule of law, rddpetiuman rights, respect for
minorities and civil liberties,

deeply concerned about the events which took macbs September and 1 and 9
October 2005 when the police violently preventemidands of opposition activists
belonging to the Azadlig bloc from holding a raltyBaku in defiance of a government
ban, beating up journalists and arresting dozemsaiésters,

whereas on 17 October 2005 Rasul Guliyev, a leanjipgsition figure who has
registered as a candidate in the elections, wagdgarly detained in Ukraine on his way
back to Baku pursuant to an international warrsstiéd by Azerbaijan alleging
embezzlement, and whereas on 16 and 17 October&Z#)baijani police detained
around 200 opposition activists and arrested mémlyemn in connection with his
proposed return to Baku,

worried about the situation concerning the oppeosithedia and cases of abuse and
attacks on journalists as well as threats andadasfamation, pressure and harassment
against human rights defenders,

whereas the first interim report of the OSCE's &ibacObservation Mission of September
2005 voices concern about restrictions on freedbassembly, and confirms that the
recommendations from the Venice Commission to im@ithe legislative framework for
elections and to introduce key safeguards to erthpablic confidence have only been
partially implemented,

whereas the second interim report of the OSCEstiBle Observation Mission of

October 2005, while acknowledging some improvemanitsedia access for all parties,
highlights the continuing disproportionate restans placed on the election campaigns of
opposition candidates by pro-government forcestaedact that some election
commissions do not implement the Election Codefairaand impartial manner,

whereas, with a view to the parliamentary electiondovember 2005, President llham
Aliyev issued an Executive Order on 11 May 2005lmprovement of Election Practices
in the Republic of Azerbaijan’,

whereas the OSCE Minsk Group's US, Russian ancFremchairs have recently met in
Washington to discuss the current stage of the Nagkarabakh peace process and in
particular their planned meeting with the Azerbaiijagnd Armenian Foreign Ministers in
Ljubljana,

Deplores the refusal of the Azerbaijani authorit@grant authorisation for opposition
rallies in the requested places in the centre &uBand condemns the disproportionate
and violent measures taken by the police agaiestié#monstrators since September 2005;

Calls for the immediate release of all those dethimsks for a full and fair investigation
into the abovementioned events, including the nesibdity of the law enforcement units,
and urges Azerbaijan to guarantee the fundameuntahh rights of detained persons;
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Calls on the Azerbaijani authorities to grant aespect freedom of assembly and to
ensure that the forthcoming parliamentary electisiisfully meet recognised
international standards and the long-standing recendations of the OSCE/ODIHR and
the Venice Commission, and calls on all partiesheaforthcoming elections to conduct
their campaigns in a peaceful manner; stresseshaturrent electoral code could
provide a basis for the conduct of democratic @estif implemented correctly;

Welcomes the release from custody by the Ukraijuditial authorities of Rasul Guliyev
following a ruling that the case for extradition aeaby the Azerbaijani authorities was
not strong enough; emphasises the contradictatydetof the Baku government that
allows a candidate to register and at the samepnexents him from taking part in the
elections;

Urges the authorities to pay special attentiomédafety and freedom of journalists and
the media, and to take immediate steps to prodechalists following a wave of violence
against media representatives;

Urges the Azerbaijani authorities to do everythmthin their power to bring to justice
those responsible for the murder of ElImar Husseirditor of the opposition news
magazine 'Monitor’;

Deplores the arrest of the leaders of the youthemmnt Yeni Fikir (New Idea), who
have been accused of preparing a coup d’état, @iglfor their immediate release;

Reiterates its call to Azerbaijan to secure thepehdence of the judiciary and to
guarantee the fundamental human rights of persodstention; calls on the authorities to
take steps to remedy the shortcomings observedla &nd urges the government, in this
regard, to implement the Council of Europe recomtaéions on the treatment of

political prisoners, following widespread and ct#diallegations of torture and ill-
treatment;

Stresses that the overall assessment of the deticamedentials of the elections will
influence the decision to start working on a newidrcPlan for Azerbaijan, which should
be focused on the development of a genuine demparat respect for human rights and
the rule of law; calls on the Commission, in tl@gard, to coordinate its action with the
Council of Europe and to make every effort to suppod strengthen civil society;

Welcomes the Commission’s recommendations on afisignt intensification of

relations with Azerbaijan and urges the Commissiocontinue to provide the necessary
assistance to the Azerbaijani Government so thatgtements the legal and institutional
reforms in the field of human rights and the ruléaov;

Urges the Azerbaijani authorities to effectivelgkie corruption in the country, in
particular by increasing resources for educatipnagjrammes and by introducing the
necessary legislative framework which would enharom@dination between the
government and the civil sector in anti-corruptesforts;

Calls on the Azerbaijani Government to solve th@bfgm of direct air flights between
Baku and the northern part of Cyprus in accordavitie International Civil Aviation
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Organization standards in order to secure the dpuednt of the ENP together with all
the countries of the South Caucasus;

Feels strongly that the Minsk Group offers the Imesthanism for settling the Nagorno-
Karabakh issue and fully supports the efforts nsdee the beginning of 2005 by the
Azerbaijani and Armenian governments to improvéogjae;

Instructs its President to forward this regoluto the Council, the Commission, the
parliaments and governments of the Member StdteRtesident, Government and
Parliament of the Republic of Azerbaijan, the goweents and parliaments of Russia,
Turkey and the United States, and the Parliamemiasgmblies of the OSCE and the
Council of Europe.



