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MEPs speak out in favour of more
regional cooperation in the Black Sea
region and the South Caucasus

The European Parliament adopted two reports, calling for more regional coopera-
tion in the Black Sea and South Caucasus regions. In both areas, the House
stressed the importance both of democratic principles and human rights and of
the necessity to improve economic and trade relations, especially regarding en-
ergy supplies.

The own-initiative report by Roberta Anastase (EPP-ED, RO) on the Black Sea region
is a response to the Commission's communication on Black Sea Synergy. The Parlia-
ment is not satisfied by the progress made since the last such communication, pub-
lished in 1997, and calls for a "genuine regional dimension tailored to this area," with
"concrete proposals for fostering regional cooperation." It underlines the importance of
involving Russia and Turkey in any regional cooperation efforts, and supports the cre-
ation of a free trade area in the region.

The House approves the doubling of financial resources under the ENPI (European
Neighbourhood Policy Instrument) for cross-border projects, and notes a number of pri-
ority fields in which cooperation is necessary. These include the EU's role in overcom-
ing the unresolved conflicts in the region, the creation of "new infrastructure and viable
transport corridors diversifying both suppliers and routes" for energy and the tackling of
environmental problems in the region, especially in the Black Sea and the Danube
delta.

South Caucasus

Lydie Polfer's (ALDE, LU) report on the South Caucasus calls for a differentiated ap-
proach to the three countries of the region, asking the Commission to "not ignore the
three states' particular characteristics." It calls for a feasibility study to evaluate the
possibility of a free trade agreement with Georgia and Armenia, underscores the im-
portance of supporting and empowering civil society and developing people-to-people
contacts and specifically urges all countries to "strengthen the representation of the
parliamentary opposition in their delegations" to the Parliamentary Cooperation Com-
mittees with the European Parliament.

With respect to the individual states, the report calls for "further efforts to be made in
establishing an independent judiciary, in promoting reforms in the police, the civil ser-
vice and local government, in fighting corruption and in creating a vibrant civil society"
in Armenia. It "reiterates its serious concern about the deterioration of the human rights
situation and media freedom in Azerbaijan," and "expresses deep concern over the re-
cent developments in Georgia." On this topic, the Parliament "expresses its satisfac-
tion that the overall assessment by the International Election Observation Mission" was
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positive, notes that "this election was the first genuinely competitive Presidential election" in Georgia, but
calls on Georgian authorities to address the shortcomings noted in the preliminary report of election observ-
ers before the parliamentary elections to be held this spring.

Frozen conflicts

MEPs also addressed the issue of frozen conflicts in the region, noting that they reject "all attempts by for-
eign powers aimed at creating exclusive spheres of influence," while also urging the states in the region to
"stop the increase in their military spending.". The House "reiterates its unconditional support for the territ-
orial integrity and inviolability of the internationally recognised borders of Georgia," as well as taking the
view that "further delay in the settlement of the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict will not benefit either of the sides
involved." MEPs also reiterate their call on Turkey to "engage in serious and intensive efforts for the resolu-
tion of outstanding disputes with all its neighbours [...] including a frank and open discussion on past
events."
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