Open Consultation on the Civil Society Forum

Feedback on behalf of 30 Civil Society Organizations in Armenia

The feedback has been formulated by 30 Civil Society Organizations  in Armenia during ENPI seminar which aimed at Mid-Term Review of the National Indicative Programme of Armenia, and was held on April 20-21, 2009 in the framework of “Regional Partnership of Church-related and Secular NGOs in the Framework of ENPI” Project, being implemented by World Council of Churches Armenia Inter-Church Charitable Round Table Foundation with the technical support of APRODEV, Brussels.


Question N 1.

1. To present public opinion and assist in raising awareness during elaboration and decision making on EU projects in the countries of Eastern Partnership 
2. To provide active participation of the forum during elaboration, implementation and monitoring of EU programs in the framework of Eastern Partnership.
3. To provide awareness raising among the civil society of Eastern Partnership  member countries on the current EU programs implemented in their countries
4. To provide transparency on EU- funded projects in the member countries
5. To ensure public monitoring in all the EU-funded projects in the member countries
6. To become an instrument for presenting the current needs of the CSOs to various EU institutions
7. To enhance exchange of experience and foster collaboration in the context of the member countries


Question N 2.

1. The participation in the forum should be in the form of regular meetings
2. The participation should be open and the CSOs should have an opportunity to register and participation without limitation
3. Local representations should be established in the countries to secure feedback from the forum headquarters
4. Working groups should be formed from the participant CSOs
5. The CSOs should be coordinated in the countries by the local country representation units
6. The forum should have four working groups to be in line with the four thematic platforms
7. The mechanism for the selection of the working group members should be the same in all the six countries
8. The following two mechanisms are proposed for the participation in the forum 
a. Permanent representatives for a fixed period of time
b. Volunteer representatives

Question N 3.

1. The forum governing  unit should be selected from the six countries on rotation basis
2. Each member country should have a local coordination unit 


Question N 4.

1. EC assistance regarding the forum is to elaborate election mechanisms for the governing unit, fund the activities of the forum secretariat and provide technical assistance (capacity building on Eastern Partnership and consultancy)
2. To assist in exchange of experience visits
3. To fund the activities of the forum in partnership with the Governments of the six countries

For more information please contact: Dr. Karen Nazaryan (Director of Armenia Round Table Foundation)
armwcc@etchmiadzin.am                       www.roundtable.am
